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FOOD

THOUGHT

BRACHA
OF PEACE

BY R’ YITZCHOK HISIGER

Rav ~ Shlomo Zalman
Friedman of Kiryas Vizhnitz
in Bnei Brak once visited the
Vizhnitzer Rebbe of Bnei
Brak, Rav Yisroel Hager,
while he was in the city of
Tzefas.

Rav Yisroel and his broth-
er, Rav Mendel Hager, lead
their respective kehillos in
Bnei Brak, continuing, amidst harmony
and unity, the legacy of their father, Rav
Moshe Yehoshua Hager z¢ "I, the Yeshuos
Moshe of Vizhnitz.

While Rav Friedman was with the
rebbe, a man with close connections to the
family of Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman en-

tered and asked for a bracha for children.
He explained that he and his wife are mar-
ried for years and are still childless.

“Why,” the rebbe asked, “did you
come to me for a bracha? Since you are
close to Rav Aharon Leib, why wouldn’t
you request a bracha from the rosh ye-
shiva?’

The man explained that Rav Aharon
Leib instructed him to go to the rebbe for
a bracha. “And he told me that it is an ex-
plicit Chazal!”

The rebbe listened in
'Q wonderment.
" “Rav Aharon Leib quoted
the Mishnah in Uktzin (3:12)
which states, ‘Lo motzah
Hakadosh Boruch Hu  kli
machzik bracha ela hasha-
lom — Hakadosh Boruch Hu
found no vessel that can hold
blessing save for peace.” ‘The
Vizhnitzer Rebbe is a kli
machzik bracha, a vessel that holds bless-
ing,” Rav Aharon Leib told me. ‘It is there-
fore worthwhile for you to go to him for a
bracha!’”

- heard from Rav Shlomo Zalman
Friedman, rov of Khal Zichron Elazar-
Santov of Lakewood,

74 YatedNe’eman
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