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THOUGHT

“WILL YOU GIVE
ME SIDDUR
KIDDUSHIN?”

BY R’ YITZCHOK HISIGER

A grandson of the Chernobler Rebbe re-
cently visited the Vizhnitzer Rebbe of Bnei
Brak, Rav Yisroel Hager, to invite him to
his upcoming wedding.

The rebbe thanked the
chosson warmly and then
asked him, “Are you going
to at least honor me with
serving as the mesader kid-
dushin?”

The chosson  blushed.
He did not expect the ques-
tion. Embarrassed. he stut-
tered and responded, “Well...
yes...probably. I....I'm going

to talk to my father about it.”

The rebbe continued: “If you cannot
honor me with siddur kiddushin, can you
at least grant me the privilege of reciting
Brachah Acharitah (the final brachah) un-
der the chupah, as befitting the rebbe of a
large chassidus?”

The chosson was floored. What did the
rebbe want? And why was he requesting
these kibbudim is such a blatant manner?

The rebbe waited a few moments and
then indicated to the young chosson that
his questions were not serious. In truth, he
wished to impart an important lesson.

“Dear chosson,” he said, “you sce this?
This - these questions - is what happens
when a person doesn’t work on himself
during his younger years! Be sure to perfect
your middos today, because if
you don’t, this is what you will
look, act and sound like when
you get older...”

Still stunned, the chosson
mustered a smile. This lesson
was one he will never forget.

-heard from Rav Shlomo
Zalman  Friedman, rov of
K’hal Zichron Elazar Santov,
Lakewood
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