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ANYTHING FOR
YOUR PARENTS

BY R’ YITZCHOK HISIGER

My neighbor, Rav Shlomo Zalman
Friedman, rov of Khal Zichron Elazar-
Santov of Lakewood, related the follow-
ing story.

Reb Yaakov Halpern, the famed
askan and founder of the Zichron Meir
neighborhood in
Bnei Brak, was or-
phaned as a young
child and did not
merit to fulfill the
mitzvah of kibbud av
v’eim as he wished
to. Reb Yaakov once
met a rov from Tel
Aviv who mentioned
that his parents re-
cently relocated
from Poland to Eretz
Yisroel, adding ~ that
they were destitute, lacking any money
to sustain themselves, and he, himself,
did not have the funds to assist them.

“How much money do they need
each month?” asked Reb Yaakov, sens-

2%

ing an opportunity.

The rov named an amount.

“I am prepared,” said Reb Yaakov,
“to provide you with the money your
parents require to sustain themselves,
but on one condition: I want you to
grant me your s 'char for the mitzvah of
kibbud av v’eim.”

The rov was suddenly in a bind. On
one hand, he wanted to obtain money
for his parents to live. On the other, he
was ambivalent about forfeiting the re-
ward for the precious mitzvah of kibbud
av v’eim. What was he to do? The rov
told Reb Yaakov that he needs to ask a
shailah about this matter and that he’d
get back to him.

The rov went to the Chazon Ish and
shared his dilemma. Was he permitted to
surrender his s’char
for kibbud av v’eim
in exchange for
money received to
support his parents?

“What are you
worried about, the
s’char of the mitz-
vah?’ asked the
Chazon Ish. “For
your parents, you
have to be ready
to do anything and
sacrifice  everything
- and even be prepared to enter geken-
nom!” The Chazon Ish paused and then
concluded, “And don’t worry. Hakadosh
Boruch Hu has sufficient s ‘char for both
of you...”
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