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A Role Model

This originally appeared in Hebrew in
the popular Gilyon “Noam Siach” — sichos
of Harav Shlomo Zalman Friedman, shlita,
Rav of Khal Zichron Elazar Santov in Lake-
wood, New Jersey. It has been translated
and adapted by Hamodia staff

I heard a beautiful story from the
renowned mashpia Harav Aharon Taussig,
shlita, the Mashgiach Ruchani in Yeshivas
Alexander, and one of the eminent Chas-
sidim in Kiryas Vizhnitz, Bnei Brak. He
related:

“I was present at a shiur delivered by
the Posek Hador, the Shevet Halevi, zt”l,
in the month of Elul. Towards the end of
the shiur, he said: “We are approaching the
Yamim Nora’im, and surely each and every
person wants to make suitable prepara-
tions. Therefore, I think, that in addition
to all the learning sedarim that each per-
son has, it would be appropriate to also set
aside time to learn sifrei mussar, as the
Chasam Sofer, zy”a, often said, that on a
day that he did not learn mussar, he felt a
decline for four weeks...”

All those present looked at one another
in surprise, because it was widely known
that the Chasam Sofer said of himself that
on a day that he did not learn mussar, he
felt adecline “for that entire day.” The sefer
Chut Hameshulash,inthe biographical sec-
tion of the Chasam Sofer, and several other
sources, quote him as saying that on that
day he felt a decline. Yet, the Shevet Halevi
said in the name of the Chasam Sofer that
he felt the decline for “four weeks.” But of
course, no one said anything.

Rav Taussig related that after the shiur
he went over to the oldest son of the Shevet
Halevi, Harav Chaim Meir Halevi Wosner,
zt”l, and asked if he knew the source of the
“four weeks.” But Rav Chaim Meir said that
he did not. Rav Taussig then asked if he
could please approach his eminent father
and ask him for the source of his words. To
this, Rav Chaim Meir said: Know that over
the years, I have heard many wondrous
things from my father, and I heard this
statement that we are discussing from him
a few times. However, “Ich freig nisht kein
mohl dem Tatten iber kein shum zach altz
kibbud av” — I never ask my father about
his sources, or ‘from whom did you hear
this,” because of kibbud av.

Rav Taussig then continued and related
that, ultimately, he approached the Shevet
Halevi himself to ask for the source, and
the Shevet Halevi told him. A few years
later, he found a source in a certain sefer,
and he went back to the Shevet Halevi and
told him what he had found in that sefer...
Then Rav Aharon continued to relate the
details of the story.

I will not continue the story — I want

in Kibbud Av

to stop here and dwell on this remarkable
point that he mentioned almost inciden-
tally. It did not actually have to do with
the story that he related about the Shevet
Halevi, but I want to expound because it
left a deep impression on me.

Let’s think about it: A person like Harav
Chaim Meir Wosner, who was himself a
very erudite personality, said of himself
that he never asked his father to clari-
fy anything he ever heard from him! He
never asked him, “What is the source?”
And even in such an instance, where the
Chasam Sofer’s words are so well known —
and are different than what his father said
— he did not want to ask his father for the
source! Even when someone asked him to
approach his father, he demurred...

In 5768 (2008), a Shabbos Hisvaadus
took place for Vizhnitzer Chassidim in
America and Canada, headed by a distin-
guished guest from Eretz Yisrael, the oldest
son of the Yeshuos Moshe, zy”a (current-
ly the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, shlita, of Kiryat
Vizhnitz, Bnei Brak). The high point of the
event was the Shabbos day seudah, which
everyone ate together with the guest. I had
the privilege of being the guest speaker at
the time, and among my words I said the
following:

There is a commonly used phrase, bra
kareih d’avuha — a son is the knee of the
father — and indeed, its source is in the
words of Chazal (Maseches Eiruvin 70b).
This needs to be perused a bit further —
what does “a knee,” have to do with this?
Would it not have been more fitting to
compare the son to the father’s head, or as
being his father’s right hand?

The simple meaning is that using his
knee, a person can elevate himself, and
using that same knee, he bows down —
“kore’a al birkav” (see Melachim 1, 8:54).
He can use the same knee to elevate him-
self, or to fall. That is what Chazal mean
when they say bra kareth davuha. The
son is his father’s knee — he has the power
to elevate and increase his father’s honor,
and chalilah, he can also humiliate him and
lower him. Regarding the guest — the Reb-
be’s older son, we can certainly say that he
raises his father’s glory and the honor of
Vizhnitz....

The truth is that I did not have a per-
sonal connection with Rav Wosner, zt”I. I
met him a few times at the simchos of his
son-in-law, my childhood friend and rela-
tive, the Kossover Rebbe, shlita. I also saw
him a few times when I visited his father,
the Shevet Halevi, zt”. But I think that this
story is enough to be able to say of him that
he was a b’ra kareih d’avuha, because with
this lofty practice, he elevated his father’s
honor.
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