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words, he shouted again, ‘I just want to apologize for bothering you while
you worked! Let me speak to you a minute!’

‘1 just want to apologize for bothering you while you worked! Let me speak
to you a minute!’

“] stood up, and in my fury, | began to scream at him. ‘Don’t you see that |
am busy?? Don’t you know that every minute that | sit here at this
computer costs me money?? If you want to speak to me, then wait until |
finish my work!” | railed at him.

“When | came out, | saw that the other man was waiting for me. When he
noticed that | had emerged, he came over and said that if he had spoken in
very loud tones and it had bothered me, then he wanted to apologize and
ask my forgiveness.

Then | said to him, ‘I see that you are very scrupulous about the words of
Chazal, who tell us (Sanhedrin 4:5) “Bishvili nivra ha’olam - a person must
say that the world was created for me.” Didn’t you see the notes asking
people to be quiet and not to speak loudly? And didn’t you clearly see that
you were disturbing everyone in the room, and even though they shouted
at you and knocked at your door to ask you to stop talking loudly you didn’t
pay attention because Bishvili nivra ha’olam!! And now you are screaming
at me through the door that you want to talk to me, and you are pushing
the door and bothering me and disturbing my concentration, why? Because
the world was created for me!! | told you that every moment that the
computer is on costs me money, but you don’t care and you continue to
disturb me, why? Because the world was created for me!!

“Now that you are coming to apologize and ask forgiveness for disturbing
me - you are not apologizing to me; you are coming to assuage your
conscience — you are not coming to ask me for forgiveness, you are coming
to cleanse yourself...”

Fellow Yidden! This is a very important concept regarding “asking
forgiveness”. Asking another person to forgive you is not a segulah — a
remedy! Don’t ask a person for mechilah because you want to merit a good
year! Don’t ask for forgiveness because you want HaKadosh Baruch Hu to
forgive you also! Don’t ask forgiveness because you want to purify yourself
and come to the Yamim Noraim free of the stains of sins! The objective of
asking forgiveness is singular: it is purely to apologize and appease the
other person!

72




Y 2"DW 7AW DAY — 95N mpSR ]

‘Asking Mechilah’ Is Not a Segulah

The Yamim Noraim are upon us, and one of the things Bnei Yisrael are busy
doing during these days is asking forgiveness one from another. This is
especially the case on Erev Yom Kippur, when it is customary to ask
mechilah from each other.

| would like to share an important concept regarding “asking for
forgiveness.” It is based on an incident that occurred recently.

A person needed a computer in order to do some work, and he went to a
computer center where computers are rented out by the hour. The center
consisted of a large room with several computers; each computer was on a
desk and had a chair for one person. There was a partition on all four sides
around the computer so that each station is private — although the partition
was not very high, and one of the sides was a sliding door.

This computer center had a note hanging next to each computer, asking all
users to refrain from speaking loudly because it disturbed the people
working at the other stations. As noted, it was a large room with several
computers, and if anyone spoke loudly it disturbed the concentration of
others who were trying to concentrate.

The person who this happened to related: “When | sat down at one of the
computers and began to use it, | suddenly heard a loud voice from another
user at a different station. He was talking on the phone in very loud tones.
I, and a few others in the room, kept calling “Shhh!” and we also banged on
his door to get him to quiet down. But nothing helped. The person
continued speaking loudly, completely ignoring all the rebukes and
reminders from myself and the others in the room. The noise he was
making prevented me from concentrating, and it was impossible to work
there.

“After the person who was speaking loudly finished his work, he stood up
and came to my cubicle. He knocked at my door and asked to speak to me.
But | could not bring myself to answer him, so he stood and knocked over
and over. When he saw that | was not opening, he began to open the door
to his room by himself. But then | stood up and pushed the door back, not
allowing him to open it. Thus we stood, each fighting with the other — he
pushing to open the door, and me pushing the other way to keep it closed.
“Suddenly, | heard that person shout at me, ‘I want to speak to you for a
minute, why are you closing the door in my face?’ When | didn’t react to his
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