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RABBI ASHEAR TRANSCRIPT

Everything Revolves Around Our Deeds

The Gemara tells us if a person is experiencing troubles, he should look into his
deeds and improve his ways. Our deeds determine the way Hashem governs our
lives. Sometimes people do improve themselves, but things don’t seem to change in
their lives. One explanation for this is that Hashem is storing up their deeds to give
them even more blessing at a later time.

The Ohr Hachaim writes, sometimes when Hashem wants to give a person an
immediate blessing, He’ll present that person with a mitzvah opportunity whose side
benefit is the blessing that Hashem wants to bestow upon him. Everything revolves
around our deeds.



Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Freidman, author of the popular gilyon Noam Siach, related
the following personal story. A couple of months ago, the Rabbi received a phone
call from a shadchan who suggested a shidduch for his son. It sounded like an
excellent shidduch and he was hoping the other side would feel that same way.

Right after that phone call, he went to shul and while he was there, a man from
Israel came over to talk to him, asking the Rabbi for chizuk. This man said he had a
daughter, a young widow aged 23, with her own 2 year old daughter. The Rabbi gave
him chizuk and then 5 minutes later, he suddenly remembered there’s a very
chashuv young Rabbinical scholar with sterling middot who lives in Bnei Brak.
Tragically, his wife passed away a few months before and left him with a 6 year old
daughter to raise. The Rabbi thought perhaps this could be a match. He went back to
that man and gave him the information about the boy. He then called the young
Rabbi in Bnei Brak and gave him the information about the girl.

Over the next week, there was a lot of back and forth regarding his son’s shidduch,
as well as the shidduch that he suggested. About a week after that, he received a
phone call from the widow’s father saying they were interested in proceeding, but
first he wanted to meet the boy. Happened to be that boy was coming in from Israel
for a different reason on the upcoming Sunday. And indeed, the father met him and
the decision was made to proceed with the shidduch.

On that very same day, Rabbi Friedman received a call from the shadchan saying the
other side was agreeable to move forward with his son. From that point on, both
shidduchim progressed together, hand in hand. The widow and widower ended up
getting engaged on a Wednesday night and the very next night, Rabbi Friedman’s
son got engaged as well.

The Rabbi saw so clearly how Hashem gave him the opportunity to make a shidduch
at the very same time he was hoping to find a shidduch for his son. It was a
tremendous zechut for him to bring such a couple together, finding a mother for a 6
year old girl and a father for a two year old girl. From Lakewood, New Jersey, the
Rabbi was able to make a shidduch between two people who lived in Israel. It was all
siyata d’Shamaya. And, the Rabbi was so appreciative that it gave him the zechut
that his son’s shidduch should go easily and smoothly.

Our deeds determine everything. Sometimes Hashem uses them immediately and
sometimes He plants them for later use. Either way, it is always the best for us. As
far as we are concerned, we should value every opportunity we have to perform a
mitzvah
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